YAY CHAPNANDES;

MAYSEXONERATED

Vidow Ve
\ Player, Killed by Pitenhci Ball,
. Back ta.Cleveland. .
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{UNDREDS WEE? AT BIER
KO : L ! torn
i District Attorney Joyce of the Homicide

'iteherWhQ Threw Ball Un-
‘nerved by Accident — Other
" Teams Would Bar Him.

-
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MIDNIGHT OPERATION FAILS

.'_'-?'la)_'e'_‘l"s'.'--Braln. Crushed by Force of
Blow-—- DRistrict .Attdrney Says
. Alc;f‘c'iden.trw;_s__ Unavalidable.

| The body of Ray Chapman, the Cleve-

~ 7 shortstop, who dled early yester-
in St. Lawrence, Hospital after
B ~hit in the. head. by a pitched
_ _;f,‘ thrown by Carl 3iays at the Polo
“~ounds Monday afternoon, was taken

-y

+0 his home in Cleveland last night. A .

N of baseball fans stdod with bared
- "7 72 'at the Grand Central Terminal as
the. body was taken through the gates
to the train. The ball player's widow,
‘Who -went with the body, was accom-
panfed . by her brother, Daniel Daly of
cleveland; Miss Jane McMahon, - a
riend; :Tris Speaker. manager of the

_*" -club, and Joe Wood, one of the

lpl.a;.e.rs' . o )
! ‘Chapman’s death has cast a tragic
.~ -1-over the baseball fans of the city,
"7 everywhere the accident was the
- _"2 of conversation. Chapman was a
"-ue gportsman, a skillful player, and
one of the most popular men In the
“-~Jjor leagues. And this was to have
been his last season In professional
baseball, | |

Canrl Mays, the New York pitcher, who
threw the ball which felled Chapman
-n Monday, voluntarily went before As-
~*~*ant District Attorney Joyce and was
exonerated of all blame.

The game which was to have been
played between Cleveland and New York
was  put over until Thursday and the
players of both clubs joimed in mourn-

Cleveland Suppresses Bitterness.

~ Although there is some Dbitterness
"against Mays among some of the Cleve-
.land players, Manager Tris Speaker of
the Cleveland Club, in a telephone con-
yersation with Colonel T. L. Huston,
‘part owner of the New York Club, said
he and his clubmates would do every-
‘thing in their power to suppress this
.Leellng. |

It is the duty of all of us,”” said
8peaker, ‘‘ of all the players, not only
for the good of the game, but also out’
ogrespect to the poor fellow who “was
" 3d, to suppress all bitter feeling. We
will':'do -all In our power to' avoid ag-
gravating the unfortunate impression in:
any way.'' . : - o
Chapman died at 4:40 o’clock yesterday |
morning fallowing "an "operation per-'
tormed by Dr. T. M. Merrigan,-surgical’
director of the institution. He was un-
cai'm_slcious after he arrived at the hos-
pital. . : |
“The operalion hegan at 12:20 o'clock
-nd was completed at 1:44. The. blow
aad caused a depressed fracture in
/Chapman’'s head three and a half inches
long.  Dr. Merrigan removed a plece
of skull about an Inch and a half square
and’ found the brain had been so se-
verely Jarred that blood clots "had
formed.. :The shock .of -the blow had
lagergted the brain not only on the left
- of the head where the ball -struck
biit  also on the right’ side where the
- --1- of the blow had forced the brain
against the skull, Dr. Merrigan said.

. Teammates Wait  in Hosplital,
~ ¥or a time folls' ing .the operation
Chapman brecathed ecasier and his pulse
improved. His teammates who had becn
.yalting anxicusly in the hospital were
relieved. They went back to their hotel

with the hope that the dawn would
bring encouraging news. They were
notifled, inatead, of Chapman’'s death.
.“This news spread rapidly. Among
Oha.fm&n_'sv‘cl_ubmates and among their
rivals for the American League-pennant.
alike it causeq universal grief. With
all the players: Chapman was popular.
l'fo many o’tl‘ them Ihec?adicog _de{iihgs
apes and plans. L eveland got into
the Worlﬁ’s‘ Series this season he would
retire from baseball and enter business
in Cleveland. He wanted to be with the
wife whom he had marrfed only a year
ago, apd to.whom he gave his last con-
sclous thoughts. As the injured ball-.
glayer was being taken from the -club-
ouse at the ball park on his way to the
hospital he tried to speak to Percy
Smallwood, trdainer of the Cleveland
Club. Before the game the player had
placed in the trainer’s custody his dia-
mond ring, a gift from his wife. Sev-
‘ergl times the stricken man tried to say
<t Ring.”” But he could not speak. He
pointed to his finger. Smallwood then
deratood and ﬁ_?.ve him his wife's gift.
~Mrs, Chapman had bheen notified of the
sccident ‘shortly after it occurred and
before it was belleved to be so serious.

<. " . Wife Is Told of Death.

;,In response to thig message Mrs. Chap-
man arrived here at 10 A. M., to be at
"her husband’s bedside. She was met at
‘the traln by Father Connors, a Phila-
delphia frlend of the ballplayer, who
had come to New York immediately on
“hearing of theé accident, Father Con-
Jyiors accompanied Mrs. Chapman to a
.hotel, - There he told her of her hus-
\ Aabiay

band‘s death. She fainted,

'z Chapmans' body ‘was yemoved in the
gfternoon to the undertaking establish-
‘ment of James F. McGowan, 153d Street
gi-nd Amsterdam Avenue. There is wds
~Nijewed by hundrede of bascball fans,
‘niany of whom had gone to the ‘Polo
QGrounds expecting to see s game. The
‘players of both ‘the New York and Cleve-
.1and teams also viewed the body there.
Severd] /completely lost control of. their
‘eynotionf, and at one time there was
not & dry eye among thé scores of meén
who thronged the room about the bier.
i"Mays i greatly shacked over the acci-
‘dent. He said he had tried to be un-
-tgtially pareful this segson to avoid just
‘sygeh :an’ accldent. . Mayvs said that Chie
¥ewster. was his close friend, and when
‘the: Yankee player was seriously -injured
,fn the sime way last Spring, the horror
:of the.accident made a deep Impréssian
on;him; - Mays believed that one of the
‘reasong-for his failurg to pitch success-
fully; earlier in the season was dun tu

the fact that he pitched the b:rl o far

.=>¥ froimm the patsmarn Lecause he was
Sage g s tdrisug of the Fewstor acci-

*5‘:'1“.‘ Thqught Ball Hit Bat. . .
'iiMays said he threw a high, fast ball
-:;ﬂi;;:ﬁ.‘f time when Chapman was crouched
§v'er the plate. He thought the ball hit,
‘Dje handle’ of Chapman’s bat,” for. he
Eigﬂ@'ed the ball and tossed it to- first
‘Mkge. It wasn’t until after that, when
-he;gaw Umpire Connelly ecalling tx'.t_hg
’i? for -a physlcian, that he realized
:Hé had Hit Chapman In the head.
it Chapman. was one of the':gamest
ers’ and “ane of -the hardest smen to
h- to In the league,"” spid Mays, ' T
apways.dreaded pitching to Jilin .because
A ahiauefgtmhi__ “position at the bat.”
:The - pitcher, 'first learned of Thap-
s, death through g telephone mes-:
@ from’a newspaper. He immediate-.
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.. game, splehd .
- Mays's version ‘of the. accident, the As-

| sistant  District -Attorney.

‘in baseball. 1 Sex
‘Murnane Day at BRBoston. he won a lov-

1y oonfmﬁhicated_ with the District At--
ey’'s of2ice, and viaited Asaiatant

Bureau at 1 o’'clock. . :
4 It f9 the most regrettable ineident
of my baseball career,”” he said, " and.
I would give anything ifr I could undo
what has haﬁfened. Chapman  was &

fellow.' - "After hearing

: exonerated
‘Mays from  s=ll blame, and as far. as.
the office is concerned. the casc s
closed. . o - : |
* Manager_ Tris Speaker stayed inm his
room at his h8tel and received no call-
Crs. - s

IiuQ;hé _-\"a‘;’;lon of Accldent. .

Mandger Miller Huggins of the Yan-
kees belleves Chapman’s left foot may
haye ocatight in the ground in some man-
ner which prevented him from. stepping
sut of the ball'sa way. Manager Hug-.
gins explained that batsmen usually had
one foot loosc and free at just such
moments and Chapman had got out of
the way of thc same kind of' pitched'
balls before. The fact that he did not

move his feet made Manager Huggins.
believe his- splkes might have caught
when he tried to duck. |
Ray Caldwell, one of the Cleveland|
pitchers, and a formeér member of the
Yankees, sald that, as it.looked to him
from the Cleveland beneh, Chapman
ducked his head. right into the path of
the ball. He aaid that if he had stood
up straight and not attempted to duck, |
the ball prohahly would have hit him on |
the shoulder. . i
The fatality is_expected to have a de-.
preasing effect an the Cleveland and
New York players. It is feared that it
may impalr Mays's effectiveness as a
pitcher, although he sBald it would do
him no good to broed over something
shich seémed unaveidable,” The Cleve-
land’ players are so badly affected by
the loss of one oif their star players
that their chances of winning this year's
pennant have received & severe setback.
Manager .Speaker has  no seasoned
playver to put in e vacant. poxition,
and grief among the playera over Chap-
man's death is sure to affect their play-
ing for some time to comeée. -
Flags Ordered at kHalf-Mast,’
When Colonel Huston of the New:
York Club was asked about the re-
ported action of the Boston and Detroit
players to have Mays barred from or-
ganized baseball., he said the New Yark
Club viewed the fatality purely as an
accident, and he did not care to express
an cpinion on any action  which the
players mentioned might anticipate. 1if
these players, however, da send a neti-
tion to the league asking for the rve-
moval of Mays, the New York Club will
+then take action. .
President Heydler of . the Nationgl
T.eague yesterday ordered all flags ut
National League parks at half-mast for
a week.,  Siipilar action is expected by
President Johnson of the American

L.eague.’ .

Raymond Chapman was born in XMe-
Henry, I&v., Jan. 15, 1801, He had bheen
a member of the Cleveland American
League team since Aug. 30, 1912, and
was considered one of the best shoristops
in the game.

Chapman played his first professional
baseball in 1900 .with Mount ¥Vernon,

Til.. ¥n 1910 he went to Springfield, IllL,
and from there fo Davenport, Iowa, in
the Three I Le2ague. - S

Cleveland ;. first , “obtained . .Chapman
from-.Davenport..in ;1011 and sold him
to Toledo in the: American Association
on option. He was recalled:to Cleve-
land in -1912 ‘and *had -vlaved in more
than 1,000 -games in an Indian uniform.

Chapman was one of the fastest men
On Sept. 27, 1917, Tim

ing cup for the fastest time in circling
the bases, doing it in fourteen seconds.-
Jdn 117 he broke "all maior leamue
saerifice hit -records with a total of
sixty-sevyen and also led the American
League In sacrifices in the following

two vears. .
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